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years older than himself was on the point of giving up his
post of copying clerk to a certain estate agent of the name
of James, and Hunt now saw his opportunity; he persuaded
the elder boy to introduce him to Mr. James, and one
morning found himself in the latter's office replying to
various questions. " I could copy letters and papers,"
said the lad, " and I am really far on in arithmetic." " Does
your father know of this ? " asked the agent later, and a
brief discussion as to other possibilities ensued, the upshot
of which was that the master consented to examine the boy
in reading, writing and arithmetic; and, being satisfied
with the various tests, submitted to the child's importunity
and agreed to give him temporary employment. The
astonished father, hearing of these negotiations, immediately
hurried to see the agent; he took a liking to him, the boy
was allowed to have his wishes, and after a trial of three
weeks it was decided that the latter should remain in the
estate office.

Young Holman was fortunate in his choice of an employer,
for the latter proved a genial, sympathetic man, and was,
moreover, acquainted in a small way with the art of painting;
so that when one day he chanced to see a drawing upon
which his youthful copying clerk was engaged in spare
moments at the office he was able to perceive promise in
his work. He encouraged and assisted the lad, and even
presented him with his own box of oil-colours, brushes and
palette, teaching him how to use them. Later he pleaded
with the father that the son should be permitted to become
a painter, and there is no doubt that this kindly gentleman
did noble service in enabling the parent's prejudice even-
tually to be overcome.

Soon after his initiation into the mysteries of oil-painting,
the boy was allowed to practise drawing at a mechanics'